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Personnel. 

The commissioned corps at the close of the fiscal year consisted of 
107 officers, including the Surgeon-General, 29 surgeoDS, 21 passed 
assistant surgeons, and 56 assistant surgeons. Noncommissioned officers : 
One hundred and eleven acting assistant surgeons and 38 hospital stew- 
ards; hospital and quarantine attendants, 547; and in the Cuban quar- 
antine service 23 acting assistant surgeons and 129 attendants. One 
officer, Asst. Surg. W. E. McAdam, died of yellow fever at Key West, 
Fla., in October, 1899. 

In accordance with the provisions of an act of Congress approved 
March 2, 1899, a commission consisting of three medical officers of the 
Service has been appointed to investigate the prevalence of leprosy in 
the United States. This commission is now pursuing its investigations. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Enteric fever, dysentery, and smallpox at Galveston. 

Galveston, Tex., December 7, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that there are quite a number of cases 
of enteric fever due, probably, to impure drinking water. Those who 
drink Alta Loma water do not have enteric fever. Only those who 
drink cistern water have enteric fever. , The cisterns have not been 
cleaned since they were made, in many instances. Cistern water that 
has been thoroughly boiled does not give enteric fever. There are many 
cases of dysentery due to impure water. Within a few days 3 cases of 
smallpox have developed. There is no sewerage. The garbage carts 
are idle for want of funds. I do not see what they will do. Everyone 
will have to dump his sewage into the Gulf. 

Eespectfully, C. Peckham, 

Surgeon, XT. 8. M. H. S. 

Smallpox in Washington, D. G. 

Washington, D. O, December 14., 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that since my letter of the 27th ultimo 
5 new cases of smallpox have occurred. There were, therefore, in this 
District at the close of the 13th instant 8 cases of smallpox, all confined 
in the smallpox hospital. 

Eespectfully, Wm. C. Woodward, M. D., 

Health Officer. 

Smallpox in Minnesota November 22 to December H, 1900. 

St. Paul, Minn., December H, 1900. 
Sir : I have to report smallpox in this State from November 22 to 
December 14 as follows : Cloquet, Carleton County, 1 case ; Minneapolis, 
10 cases; Willmar, Kandiyohi County, 5 cases; Le Sueur, Le Sueur 
County, 3 cases; Le Sueur Center, Le Sueur County, 5 cases; Tyler, 
Lincoln County, 2 cases; Litchfield, Meeker County, 2 cases; Little 
Palls, Morrison County, 1 case; St. Paul, 1 case; Duluth, St. Louis 
County, 18 cases, 1 death; Cold Springs, 1 case; St. Cloud, Stearns 
County, 8 cases; Owatonna, Steele County, 5 cases; Breckenridge, 



